SUMMARY

HA-1610

Glenn-Wilson Springhouse
Fawn Grove Road

The existence of such a structure--perhaps the only two-story log
springhouse in Harford County--is astounding. It probably dates from the
first quarter of the 19th century when Nathan Glenn lived on this farm
made up of the tracts, "Wild Cat Den," "Johnsons Enlargement," and
"Belle Grade." The springhouse was used until at least 1943, which may
account for its preservation.

According to T. T. Wysong, author or The Rocks of Deer Creek, Mason
& Dixon camped on J. L. Glenn's farm to await supplies of provisions from
Philadelphia, by way of Joppa.
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Located on the northeasterly side of Fawn Grove Road "~ near Wildcat

Branc?, this two-story log springhouse faces southwest (south for descriptive pur-
poses).

The structure, with a gable front roof with exposed eaves, has a door and
window in the east side ground story and a door in the south end second story.
The first story of the latter is covered by a more recent frame structure.

Measuring 9'10" by 12', the springhouse is constructed with v-notched logs
that are 9" deep and 8" wide with stone and sand chinking.

The interior contains one room in each story. The ground story room has a
beaded board wainscot.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY



NR-161C

K} SIGNIFICANCE
PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW
PREHISTORIC _—ARCHEOLOGY-PREHISTORIC __COMMUNITY PLANNING __LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE —RELIGION
—1400-1499 —ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC __CONSERVATION —LAW —SCIENCE
—1500-1599 —AGRICULTURE __ECONOMICS __LITERATURE __SCULPTURE
—1600-1699 'ﬁRCHITECTU RE __EDUCATION —MILITARY __SOCIAL/HUMANITARIAN
_-1700-1799 —ART __ENGINEERING —MUSIC __THEATER
.\((8004899 _—COMMERCE __EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT __PHILOSOPHY __TRANSPORTATION
—1900- —COMMUNICATIONS —INDUSTRY __POLITICS/GOVERNMENT __OTHER (SPECIFY)
' —INVENTION
SPECIFIC DATES BUILDER/ARCHITECT

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The existence of such a structure--perhaps the only two-story log springhouse
still remaining in Harford County--is remarkable. It may date from the 1st quarter
of the 19th century when Nathan Glenn was left the farm gbwhich he already resided
by his father, William Glenn. The Tatter describes hisaffbperty thoroughly ¢ indi-
cates that it had the full complement of outbuildings. Presumably, then, Nathan
Glenn built this springhouse for his own farm. The 1814 Tax List shows only a
one-story wooden dwelling (16' X 14') on this property--no springhouse.

The farm was made up of parts of three tracts: "Johnsons Enlargement,"
"Wild Cat Den," and "Belle Grade," just south of the Mason-Dixon Line. In 1810,
William Glenn purch?sed 163 acres of these three tracts for $1635 from Jesse Jarrett
and Bennet Jarrett.’ Three years 1§ter, he paid Bennet(t) Jarrett $80 for 10
additional acres of "Wild Cat Den."¢ At least a portion of this land was part of
Abraham Jarrett's ho]dings of "Wild Cat Den" which were sold in a sheriff's sale in
1809 to Bennett Jarrett.” Abraham had acquired 610 acres of zhe aforementioned tract
in 1775 from Jacob Bull, to whom the patent had been granted.

The 1814 Tax List credits William Glenn with 123 acres of "Wild Cat Den,"
"Belle Grade," and "Johnsons Enlargement," a one-story wooden dwelling, three male
slaves, and three female slaves, and 114 acres of two other tracts, valued at a
total of $7758--quite a substantial sum for that time. He left the portion of his
estate on which the springhouse was located to his son, Nathan Glenn.

Valued at $659.22, NathazﬂG1en 's inventory reveals that his estate was worth
less than half of his father"?sgﬁﬁﬁbugh his farm seems to have been self-sufficient
with three horses, seven cows, a bull, seven sheep, seven head of hogs, 10 chickens,
one turkey, and three geese, various farm utensils, and relatively sparse household
furnishings: kitchen furniture, a cupboard and cupboard furniture, two tables, and

a lot of chairs, two Tooking glasses, one bureau, one clock, carpeting, one lot of
books, two picture frames, two bedsteads, two chests, and a chest and trunk. He
left 80 acres of this eastern portion of his plantation to his wife, Elizabeth, and
then to his son, John Lewis Glenn.

John Lewis Glenn in his will dated in 1903 left his property to his sister,
Mary J. Amos 8nd her son, Nathaniel® The latter sold the 80-acre farm in 1908 to
Frank Wilson,%and in 1943 his son, Howard Wilson sold 29 acres to James T. Smith,
reserving “the absolute right to the use of a spring and springhouse" on the east
ide of the road.
(continued)
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HA-1610 Continuation Sheet #1
Glenn-Wilson Springhouse

8. Statement of Significance

Its use up until at Teast 1943 may account in part for the preservation
of this unique springhouse. Located on the side of Fawn Grove Road, it is
indiscernible among the trees and bushes. While probably protecting it
from vandalism, this anonymity may make it vulnerable to demolition through
neglect or ignorance--every step should be taken to preserve it.

Footnotes

1. Liber HDY, Folio 328

2. Liber HDX, Folio 303

3. Liber HDU, Folio 308

4., Liber ALI, Folio 391

5. Will Records HTB 13, Folio 143
6. Liber WSF 122, Folio 389

7. Liber GCB 280, Folio 173
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GLENN-WILSON SPRINGHOUSE
Title Search
HA- 1610

March 10, 1978

June 18, 1974

May 23, 1967

October 15, 1943

March 16, 1908

March 23, 1906

Grantor:
Grantee:

Acreage:

Grantor:

Grantee:
Acreage:

Grantor:

Grantee:

Sum:

Acreage:
Grantor:

Grantee:
Acreage:

Grantor:
Grantee:

Sum:

Acreage:

Grantor:

Grantee:

Sum:

Acreage:

Eugene Hayes Gardiner &
wife, et al

Richard N. Heston & wife
Barbara Louise Vansant Hestor
184,151 Acres

82.923 Acres

Eugene Hayes Gardiner,

Rep. of estate of Mary

E1llen Gardiner, dec.

Eugene Hayes Gardiner, et al

(A? "Wildcat's Den"
"Bellgrade"
98 Acres

(B) 111-1/2 Acres - "Wild-
cat Den", "Belle Grace"
(sic), "Trin Agle",
"Addition to Triangle"
"McSwains Rejoicement",
"Gordons Discovery"

(C) "Beautiful Plains”
82.923 Acres

Edna R. Smith, et al, exec.
of Will of James T. Smith
Eugene Hayes Gardiner, et al
$121,000

3 Lots

Howard F. Wilson & wife,
Eleanor W,

James T. Smith

on east side of road from
Fawn Grove Red Bridge on
Deer Creek - 29 A, 98 p

Nathan T. Amos, unmarried
Frank W. Wilson of York Co.
Pa.

$2725

part of "Johnson's Enlarge-
ment", "Wild Cat Den",
"Belle Grade" = 80 Acres

Sarah E., Mary J., and Frank
B. Amos, all unmarried

Nathan T. Amos

$650

80 Acres "Johnson's Enlarge-
ment", "Wild Cat Den",
"Belle Grade"



GLENN-WILSON SPRINGHOUSE
Title Search (Cont.)

HA- 1610
Will Records 1905 Will of John Glenn
HTB 13/143
Will Records 1862 Will of Nathan Glenn to wife, Eliza-
CWB 7/821 beth and son John Lewis Glenn: 80
Acres of eastern part of dwelling
plantation = "Belle Grade", "Wild
Cat Den", and "Johnson's Enlargement"
Will Records 1825 Will of William Glenn, son Nathan:
TSB 5/4156 173 Acres of "Johnson's Enlargement",
"Wild Cat Den", "Belle Grade"
HD X/303 June 28, 1813 Grantor: Bennett Jarrett of Balto. Co
Grantee: William Glenn, Esquire
Sum: $80
Acreage: 10 Acres of "Wild Cat Den"
HD Vv/328 March 31, 1810 Grantor: Jesse Jarrett of Harford Co.
& Bennett Jarrett of Balto.
Co.
Grantee: William Glenn
Sum: $1635

Acreage: 163 A, 80 p of "Johnson's
Enlargement", "Wild Cat
Den", "Belle Grade"
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Glenn-Wilson Springhouse HA-3836
Fawn Grove Road 16 (o
nr. Fawn Grove, pa. 17321
Natalie Shivers 10/79
Southeast
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Glenn-Wilson Springhouse HA-¥3486
Fawn Grove Road 1AL,
nr. Fawn Grove, Pa. 17321
Natalie Shivers 10/79
Southwest




